[What should be expected of oto-acoustic emissions? A critical analysis of clinical applications of oto-acoustic emissions].
The aim of this article is to carry out a critical analysis of the clinical applications of acoustic oto-emissions based on analysis of more than 1,000 adult and pediatric audiometric records. The principal technical and clinical properties of acoustic oto-emissions are described. The clinical value would seem to be very limited in adult audiology, whereas this examination would appear to be a reliable and non invasive method for screening in children at risk of cochlear deafness. In this respect, the investigation is principally limited by middle ear pathology and involvement of the central auditory pathways.